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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD REGULAR MEETING of the Board of Trustees 

of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, September 9, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in 

the Frank J. DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York 

and via video conference. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich Deputy  

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 

     Trustee Karen B. Schleimer 

Trustee David Squirrell 

Trustee Peter Grunthal 

 

Also Present:   Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

                  Absent:    Robert Wheeling, Village Treasurer  

 

 

6:45pm Interview- CAC 

 

7pm Regular Meeting 

 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise for 

the pledge of allegiance.   She asked everyone to keep in their hearts and minds a few 

folks that were important to the community that we’ve lost since our last meeting.  Gary 

Ford was well-known around Mount Kisco, he worked at J.H. Crane and Sons, he was a 

member of the Sons of the American Legion, he was a 42-year member of the Union 

Hook and Ladder Fire Company, a commissioner, president, and foreman and our 

thoughts and prayers are with the Ford family.  We also lost Irving Farber, who had an 

illustrious career as a trial attorney.  He too was a volunteer fire fighter with the 

Independent Fire Company, he served as an engineer and a member of the bi-laws 

committee, was a member of the 9/11 Memorial Committee, volunteered at Northern 

Westchester Hospital, served on their Ethics Committee, was recognized as Man of the 

Year by the Hispanic Democrats of Westchester, and was inducted into the Westchester 

Senior Citizens Hall of Fame.  Irv was intelligent and compassionate and I enjoyed many 

fiery conversations with him.  Our hearts and prayers are with Jean and the whole 

Farber family.  

 

 

Public Hearing – Gas Powered Leaf Blower Legislation  

Call in# 646-558-8656 or 888-788-0099 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307 

Zoom ID# 539 179 1307 

 

 

 Mayor Picinich began by saying that the meeting will begin with a continuation of 

the public hearing regarding the proposed leaf blower legislation.  This public hearing 

has been open for quite a while as we continue to make changes.  The legislation deals 

with regulation of the use of gas powered leaf blowers.  The Board has discussed a 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307
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variety of reasons why this is important to do, particularly issues of noise, pollutants, 

and emissions.  We have made changes to this legislation.  The last time the Board met 

over the summer we made some of the recommended changes, and some of the more 

recent changes may not be reflected in this version.  She continued on to say that what 

this basically does is it restricts the use of gas powered leaf blowers during a certain 

period of time which is May 1st through September 15th.  It also sets the hours in which 

these leaf blowers can be used which is 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m Monday through 

Saturday; residents would be allowed to use them 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and on 

Sundays between 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.  Electric leaf blowers would be permitted 

year round and not have this summer ban.  The Board is also proposing that no two-

stroke gas powered leaf blowers, which have far more harmful emissions, be used after 

January 1, 2027 at all in the Village.  They also said at the last meeting that they would 

like to have this ban implemented starting January 1, 2024; the hours of operation 

would be implemented as of January 1, 2022.   

 

Trustee Grunthal also made mention of the limit of the number of gas powered leaf 

blowers that are allowed to be used on larger properties.   

 

Mayor Picinich stated that a restriction of no more than two (2) gas powered leaf 

blowers is allowed to be used at one time on properties less than two acres, if the 

property is greater than two (2) acres up to four (4) acres then three (3) leaf blowers 

are allowed at one time, with a cap of four (4) leaf blowers being used simultaneously on 

properties more than four (4) acres, but what was discussed in email was making a 

modification to indicate that if it was greater than two (2) acres a maximum of four (4) 

would be permitted.  

 

Deputy Mayor Markus made mention that as it is written now there is a ban on all 

gas powered leaf blowers beginning in January 2030.  Mayor Picinich replied that the 

Board indicated they did not want to do that.  

 

Mayor Picinich opened up for public comment and asked those who have not 

spoken to start first. 

 

Mr. Markus Burgler began by saying he has been a resident since 1987 and lives in 

the same place, 71 Ward Avenue.  Since that time he has used electric corded leaf 

blowers, unfortunately they have a lot of trees so it is quite some work, not so much in 

the summer as in the fall.  So a combination of electric leaf blowers and raking has been 

perfectly ok in summertime, however, he has been disturbed by noise from landscaping 

companies in the neighborhood.  Fortunately, he survived, his ears are still ok, but he 

would say the proposed postponement is something that he thinks we owe to our 

children not to use these terms as proposed.  One reason, he guessed, was the cost of 

leaf blowers; they usually don’t exceed $200, when you look at the depreciation that is 

$40 per year.  He thinks we owe it to our children not to; $40 per year in really 

anticipating the phase out by at least two (2) years and if it goes out to 2030, that is 

beyond the term of most of the members of the Board so it looks like you are pushing 

this issue to the next administration and that is not something that you want people to 

see.  All of Mount Kisco should not be seen as the last community to roll out this kind of 

legislation making landscaping companies producing noise and fumes, making any case 

that would not be competitive in that type of work outside of Mount Kisco because most 

places have taken the responsibility and implemented legislation to protect their citizens.  

 

Mayor Picinich thanked him for his comments and added that the Board is not 

proposing to start the summer ban in 2030, the proposal is to start the summer ban in 

2024 so that folks have the time to transition over to electrical equipment and that is 

both landscaping companies and residents.  

 

Mr. John Rhodes began by thanking the Board for moving forward on this, it is long 

overdue, it is an ordinance that we have needed now for a long time, part of the 
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comprehensive plan was to reduce noise pollution and air pollution in the town and he 

thinks this is one of the first concrete ways to do that.  As you know, the CAC 

(Conservation Advisory Council) had sent a letter supporting this proposed legislation, 

but also saying that they thought that even the initial draft didn’t go far enough in terms 

of the length of time the two-stroke machines could still be used and also even in terms 

of how quickly the summer ban would be imposed.  He was disappointed because the 

Board pushed back on the implementation of the summer ban for another year from the 

original proposal, which would have been next summer with no gas powered leaf blowers 

being permitted.  It has been pushed back to the summer of 2024.  The CAC has a 

problem with that and they have discussed it; one of the reasons they felt it was 

important is because of the effect on both the noise and air pollution on both young and 

old people.  We have had a number of older people with breathing problems tell the CAC 

that when these machines are being used in their complexes, it really effects their 

breathing.  We know from the reports that Lilian had read from Harvard and 

Presbyterian Hospital that they increase the likelihood of childhood asthma and other 

diseases.  Frankly, what he sees when they are being used in his complex, they are 

being used by employees of a company that is out of Ossining and they do not use any 

breathing masks or ear protection so the worst effects in some ways are on the workers 

themselves being subject to punishing conditions.  He may be wrong, but he thinks that 

the reason for delaying this from the original proposal is because there was some 

negative feedback from some businesses who would make less profit if they had to 

accelerate their changeover to electric machines.  We also heard that there are 

companies in Westchester that are providing these services to both the complexes and 

private homeowners using all electric equipment so it really is a matter that we are 

doing what the conservatives say we shouldn’t do; we are legislating winners and losers 

in terms of a business game.  Companies that are moving forward, that are converting 

to electric so it doesn’t have the negative effect on people’s health, hearing, and 

breathing, those naturally will be the winners because people will select those if they are 

given the opportunity along the period of time where it is more profitable to hold on to 

old gas powered machines.  He doesn’t think that is a correct move, he would really like 

to see the Board reconsider and move the starting date of the summer ban back to next 

summer for all the reasons mentioned, but really it is for the health and safety of our 

residents as opposed to the extra profitability for companies, most of which, are not 

located in Mount Kisco.  The larger companies that do the complexes are not in town and 

what they are going to be doing is using their machines that they aren’t allowed to use 

in Bedford and Chappaqua and other towns in our town and keep getting extra life and 

profit out of that at the expense and well-being of our people.  The last point is 

something that was mentioned to the Board and doesn’t seem to have been addressed 

in the new version and that is 77-3 Prohibited Acts, which is A, was and is now our law 

in Mount Kisco.  This section basically prohibits excessive noise of all sorts whether it is 

people racing their cars in the street, people using industrial wood chippers in residential 

neighborhoods, anything that is objectionable to or harmful to reasonable person.  He 

forgets the actual line which he can see where they would want to modify that, but to 

eliminate that clause actually reduces the protections for residents against excessive 

noise and that goes directly against the comprehensive plan which says we should make 

a strong effort to reduce noise pollution in the town.  By eliminating this language, you 

are eliminating some of the tools that the Police would have to control other types of 

noise pollution.  He thinks that this 77-3 A doesn’t have anything to do with gas blowers 

so he doesn’t think it should be part of the legislation and if the Board or someone else 

wants to change or reword that, that is another issue. but he doesn’t think the Board 

should throw this in with leaf blower legislation because he believes that it does reduce 

the protections for our residents from noise pollution.  

 

Trustee Squirrell wanted to say, speaking for himself, the comments of others 

made were about investments they had made prior to this and wanted to be mindful, in 

fairness, to make use of something they just purchased illegal.  So to use the word profit 

is slightly inaccurate because from his perspective we are trying to protect the 

investment that local business owners had made prior to the consideration of this 
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legislation.  

 

There was a small discussion on logistics for calling into the meeting now that they 

are in the building.  A system will be in place by the next meeting.  

 

Mayor Picinich wanted to point out a few things based on comments received.  She 

said that continuing to position this as residents versus businesses does a great 

disservice to everyone.  We have heard from residents who do not want to have a 

summer ban as well; they have made investments in gas powered leaf blowers and they 

sent us letters and spoke about it as well.  Their objective is to provide everyone with a 

way to make the transition financially.  With reference to 77-3a, the problem the Board 

heard from the Police is that this is unenforceable and that is the key to this part of the 

legislation.  This was discussed at many meeting two (2) Boards ago to make a change 

and remove this because the way that it is written, what is written, and how it is written 

is completely unenforceable and that is the reason they are taking this action and they 

can revisit that if the Board chooses to do so.   

 

Trustee Grunthal wanted to respond to some of the public comment that they have 

received.  He initiated this leaf blower legislation, as you know, he is happy to see it go 

ahead, but he is annoyed with what has come out of the work sessions because he is not 

getting the support from some of the Trustees as he would like to have.  He absolutely 

believes that the summer ban should begin next summer; we know that the noise is 

seriously aggravating to many people and he sees no reason to postpone that for 

another two years.  Also, we have been discussing 77b in regards to two acre properties 

in size he would like to substitute for the subsequent sentences, there has been an 

exchange, that when any two (2) leaf blowers are being used in the same place and the 

same time, no additional leaf blowers will be permitted within 200 feet.  That might take 

away the problem of having three (3) or four (4) leaf blowers working at the same time.  

The other point where he would like to see things happen is that no two-stroke gas 

powered leaf blowers shall be used after January 1, 2027.  He would like to see that as 

early as 2024 with the exception that individual residential owners and tenants may use 

two-stroke leaf blowers purchased prior to January 1, 2022 for their own properties until 

January 1, 2027.  This allows individuals, but not contractors, who would only be allowed 

to use them until 2024.  He is hoping to have another work session to have another 

discussion on this.  

 

Mayor Picinich noted that the Board could have another work session on this, but 

wanted to take the temperature of the Board.  

 

Deputy Mayor Markus began by saying that he commends Trustee Grunthal for 

putting this together.  He thinks, as has been stated during work sessions, they try to 

strike a balance when implementing the law between an amortization period and also to 

succeed in achieving the objective.  He would be interested in hearing more from Mr. 

Rhodes as he thinks this is the tip of the iceberg.  When you look at the legislation that 

is coming down in terms of dealing with electric vehicles and what a shortage we have in 

terms of charging stations, and the issues that are facing the Country, he knows there 

are different views in terms of global warming and things of that sort, but we probably 

have a lot more legislation to consider. He is ok with different points in here, but he 

thinks it is fair to give people some lead time, we did it with the sign law although that 

did not deal with the environment.  He thinks the Board is striking the balance between 

the economic responsibility while also trying to protect people’s health in the future and 

our children for the future and he thinks that is their obligation to do so.  He does think 

that this Village is up there with the other 60% of towns and villages in Westchester 

County in doing so and thinks that they need to continue to do things of this nature.  He 

is ok where it stands as it is written right now; he thinks the dates could be debated for 

a long period of time in terms of when the roll out should be and understands the Board 

will get different points of view in each comment, but commends all the hard work that 

has brought us to this point.  Deputy Mayor Markus went on to say that there is also a 
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lot of work that we can do on a Federal and State level as well if you believe in global 

warming you know that we have a lot of work ahead of us.   

 

Trustee Schleimer agreed with Deputy Mayor Markus in that it is a balancing act 

and in fairness to all.  She thinks the idea, as the sign law, of amortizing the cost of the 

equipment is something very important and battles against interests of people who are 

suffering from the noise.  She also agrees with Mr. Rhodes; she thinks that 77-3 A is an 

important provision, which is the one that talks about the excessive noise.  If the way it 

is written is unenforceable, than she thinks that rather than taking it out they need to 

find some way to create something that is enforceable because there is a lot of noise out 

there that doesn’t relate to leaf blowers.  Leaf blowers are only a small part of the 

problem, residents hear jack hammers and all types of other things and so she thinks 

that this is something they should not ignore.  

 

 Trustee Squirrell began by saying that he would echo the comments that were 

previously made about the fairness for businesses who have purchased this type of 

equipment and it is unfair to say that they cannot use it. (Inaudible)  

 

 Mayor Picinich stated again that she needed to take a temperature on this to 

figure out how much more work needed to be done on this.  She asked the Board if they 

were overall comfortable implementing the no gas powered leaf blowers summer ban 

starting in 2024.  

 

Trustee Grunthal began by saying that he is clearly out voted over here so he 

wanted to suggest that the only change the Board make to what is proposed here is 77-

7d which has to do with simultaneous use.  To take out the sentence that states no more 

than three (3) leaf blowers, and then to change the four to two (2) acres in the next 

sentence, and then say that when any two (2) leaf blowers are being used in the same 

place and at the same time, no additional leaf blowers shall be used in a 200 foot radius.  

 

There was a large discussion amongst the Board stemming from conversations in a 

work session on this provision and enforcement issues regarding this legislation.   Mayor 

Picinich stated that it seems another work session on this is needed to work everything 

out.  

 

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 

keep open this public hearing to the next meeting scheduled for Monday, September 20, 

2021; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

 

Mayor Picinich changed the order of the meeting slightly because there were some 

people waiting.  She asked Mr. Brancati to do his personnel update before 

communications.  

 

Mr. Brancati began by introducing some new full time employees in the Village.  Mr. 

Jose Guerra is our new Recreation Attendant who took the place of Paul Harkins.  He will 

be working with Superintendent of Recreation Kyle Thornton at the park for all 

maintenance and support needs.  Mr. Brancati went on to introduce Stephany Mejia, the 

new Building Department Secretary taking over the vacancy that was created when Zena 

Stevens left us last year.   Mr. Miley (Building Inspector) and Ms. Tipa (Office Manager) 

are happy to have someone to fill that vacancy and help make that office whole.  Mr. 
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Brancati continued on to introduce Victoria Simoncini as the new Deputy Receiver of 

Taxes; she has worked in the Village part-time for a few years and has been able to 

seamlessly pick up the work in that seat which has been extremely helpful to the Finance 

Department and to the residents.  Mr. Brancati also made mention of Aimee Fuentes 

who is our new Court Clerk who took over for Eleanor Humphrey when she took another 

position; unfortunately, there is court this evening and so she was unavailable to join 

this meeting.   

 

1) Communications: 

a. Thank you- David Vinas 

 
b. Williamstown Halloween Block Party  

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Markus and was seconded by Trustee 

Squirrell to approve the request to hold a block party on East Way on Saturday, October 

30, 2021 from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

c. Farmer’s Market Request 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer 

to approve the request to hold the Farmer’s Market in the South Moger Lot on Sunday, 

September 26th, October 31st, and November 21st from 10:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., all in 

favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 
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d. Leonard Park Committee inquiry 

 

The Board requested an interview be set up with Ms. Garner in regards to her 

interest to serve on the Leonard Park Committee.  

 

e. Columbus Day request – Sunday, October 10, 2021 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Squirrell and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal to 

approve the additional request from the Italian American Club to hold a Columbus Day 

Celebration behind Village Hall on Sunday, October 10th at 1:00 p.m.;  

 

There was some discussion on logistics of this event amongst the Board making 

sure that the car cruise does not stop traffic. There was also a reminder that this event 

was an annual event prior to Covid and those social restrictions.  

 

All in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: 

 

a. Water Report 

 

Mr. Brancati began by saying that the water production for the month of July was 

about 46 million gallons for a daily average of a little more than 1.5 million gallons per 

day which is down slightly from the June average, but up from the May average.  Byram 

Lake was at 99% capacity at the beginning of the month and ended the month at 98% 

capacity with the Leonard Park wells up and running for the month; the Lake is full right 

now.  He also advised that even though it has been a wet summer, the dam and 

sluiceway have been working well. 

 

b. Personnel Update 

 

This item was moved up before communications in the agenda.  

 

c. Tax Reminder 

 

Mr. Brancati reminded residents that 2021 School Taxes are due during the 

month of September without penalty.  You can pay your School taxes directly online by 

going to our website www.mountkiscony.gov and go to the quick link to online 

payments.  Payments can also be sent directly to the lockbox address located on your 

bill.  If you have any questions please feel free to call Joann Cerretani, Receiver of Taxes 

during regular office house, Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

 

d. Mobile Passport Office 

 



 Village Board of Trustees Regular Meeting September 9, 2021 8 

 

Mr. Brancati advised residents that the Village/Town of Mount Kisco was going to 

be hosting the mobile Passport Office in front of Village Hall on Monday, September 28th 

from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m.   
 

 

5) Board Reports: 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus began by saying that Saturday is the 20th anniversary of 

9/11, which was a horrific but heroic event and invited residents to join them at the 

memorial at 6:15 pm for the ceremony.  He also reminded residents that it was in the 

10th year that this memorial was asked to be built and is an extraordinary place to go to 

relax and get some peace of mind.  Deputy Mayor Markus continued on a couple of 

personal notes, the Mayor mentioned at the beginning of the meeting, but he had 

personal relationships with the two gentlemen that were mentioned.  First with Irving 

Farber, as a colleague, as an attorney, as an individual that was a member of the fire 

department, but probably most significantly as a close friend and confidant and someone 

that he looked to for a lot of wisdom; he was very close to him and his wife and was 

always a joy to see.  He most recently saw him at the Fireman’s Parade and recalled his 

lively attitude and he is going to be sorely missed, and he sent out his condolences to 

the family.  Deputy Mayor Markus continued to say that Gary Ford, who lived on his 

street, was an individual who he ran into often and always asked about how things were 

going on in town and was interested in the events that happened around town; what a 

tragic loss for his family, he will be missed.   

 

Trustee Grunthal began by saying that the reports received from the actuaries on 

the LOSAP program have reported that the accrued benefits of that pension plan are 

fully funded, which is good news, and that the contribution required of us are all 

budgeted for.    

 

Trustee Schleimer began by saying that Septemberfest is coming up, the 17th- 19th, 

in the past this has been an incredible celebration.  She continued to say that on 

Monday, September 13th the County Executive will be holding a public forum at the 

Mount Kisco Library to discuss the usage of the American Rescue Plan funds received by 

Westchester County.  Trustee Schleimer mentioned that the Village also received funding 

and she is sure that there will be a discussion to come on how the Village plans to spend 

that funding.  She continued on to say that the Mount Kisco Public Library will be starting 

to open up on Sundays again now that the school year has started; she believes that 

many families benefit from this.  Trustee Schleimer continued onto the scam of the 

week, coming from AARP Security Systems, where they are calling trying to get 

information.  There is no such department, do not give out any personal information.  

Trustee Schleimer was also asked to read a short note from the Historic Trails team on 

the condition of the trails after the flooding.  She continued on to say that there was an 

event that was supposed to take place in Leonard Park that was being promoted without 

consultation of the Board and she reminded residents that those types of events need 

the Board’s approval prior to being promoted.   Trustee Schleimer went on to announce 

some free programming at Iona College in New Rochelle that residents might be 

interested in.  She also announced that Senior Law Day is returning September 30th from 

10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in Hartsdale; this is an opportunity to get information and 

have one-on-one sessions with attorneys, care managers, and others to get affairs in 

order.   Trustee Schleimer reminded residents that open enrollment for Medicare is 

coming up and mentioned some seminars that people can attend for assistance.    

 

Trustee Squirrell began by saying that he is fortunate his senior mother lives with 

him and at the end of the day, he is entertained by her recalling all the phone calls 

trying to get personal information from her.  He reminded residents that no legitimate 

individual or entity is going to call you for personal information.  Trustee Squirrell 

continued on to say on a personal note it is such a measure of a person after they pass 

how many different people they have effected in different areas.  He also knew Irving 

Farber personally; he was his first boss after he left the DA’s office in the early 90s and 
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he began as his boss, became his mentor, and also his friend.  His heart and prayers go 

out to Jean and the family. 

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that Covid is still very present and with us; 

currently there are 2,516 active cases in the County with 13 active cases in Mount Kisco.  

She is pleased to share that 82% of residents in the 10549 zip code have received at 

least one dose of the vaccine.   She continued on to say that now that there is a vaccine 

that has been fully approved by the FDA (U.S. Food and Drug Administration), there is 

no reason anyone should not get vaccinated unless there is some other medical reason 

for not doing so.  She also advised residents to continue to be diligent about wearing 

masks in high volume areas.  Mayor Picinich also wanted to give a special thank you to 

the Fire Department, DPW, and the Westchester County Police, as well as our Village 

Manager and Assistant Village Manager who were working actively during Hurricane Ida, 

which caused great damage throughout the Village.  Some residents had to be 

evacuated, we had to find safe places for them to go, and that was all thanks to our first 

responders.   She went on to say that if you are a resident or business that suffered 

storm damage that you apply through insurance, but she also advised of further funding 

offered through FEMA (U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agency) as the storm was 

declared.   Mayor Picinich went on to inform residents that there is a new exhibit from 

the Arts Council at their pop-up gallery.  She also mentioned Septemberfest and invited 

all the residents to come and enjoy all the festivities and carnival in the downtown area 

as well as the Kisco 5K run on Sunday morning.  Mayor Picinich was very happy to 

mention that Mount Kisco was recently voted one of the most affordable places to live in 

Westchester.   

 

6) Old Business: 
 

7) New Business: 

 

a. SEQR Resolution – Croton Avenue 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Markus to accept the following resolution: 

 

VILLAGE/TOWN OF MOUNT KISCO 

Croton Avenue SEWER Line replacement 

SEQR TYPE II CLASSIFICATION 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Village/Town of Mount Kisco, Westchester County, New York (hereinafter 

the “Village”) has established the public benefit to the Village residents of replacement of 

the Croton Avenue Sewer Line and rehabilitation to the Main Street Sewer Line; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the project includes replacement of the Croton Avenue Sewer Line and 

rehabilitation of the Main Street Sewer Line between Croton Avenue and Beverly Road, 

and, 

 

WHEREAS, 6 NYCRR Part 617.5(c)(5) states “street openings and right-of-way openings 

for the purpose of repair or maintenance of existing facilities” has been determined not 

to have a significant impact on the environment and are precluded from environmental 

review under Environmental Conservation Law Article 8; and, 

 

WHEREAS, 6 NYCRR Part 617.5(c)(2) states “replacement, rehabilitation or 

reconstruction of a structure or facility, in kind, on the same site, including upgrades to 

buildings to meet building or fire codes, unless such action meets or exceeds any of the 

thresholds in Section 617.4 of this Part” has been determined not to have a significant 

impact on the environment and are precluded from environmental review under 

Environmental Conservation Law Article 8; and, 
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WHEREAS, the proposed project does not meet or exceed any of the thresholds in 

Section 617.4; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED in consideration of the foregoing: 

 

1. The Village Board of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco hereby finds that the Croton 

Avenue Sewer Line Replacement Project is a Type II Action and is not subject to 

review under SEQR (6 NYCRR Part 617.5). 

 

2. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

 

 

b. Resolution- Authorization to Change the Taxable Status Date 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Markus and was seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal to approve the following resolution: 

 

Authorization to Change the Taxable Status Date for 

Real Property for the Purposes of 

Real Property Assessment 

 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 283.141 of the Law of Westchester County ("the County 

Code") provides that any town in Westchester County may, subject to approval by its 

legislative body, elect as the taxable status date for taxable assessment of its real 

property May 1st of each year in place of June 1st of each year; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Assessor and the Village Attorney believe that adoption of the 

ORPTS taxable status date of May 1st will be of assistance to the Village, particularly the 

Assessor's Office, in administering the tax assessment process; 

 

  NOW, THEREFORE, be it: 

 

 RESOLVED, that the taxable status date for real property in the Village/Town of 

Mount Kisco for the purposes of real property assessment shall be May 1st of each year 

commencing in the year 2022, with the date for filing of the tentative Assessment roll 

being June 1st, in each and every year starting in 2022; and it is further 

 

 RESOLVED, that the Assessor or Village Manager will notify the Westchester 

County 

Department of Finance of this resolution within thirty (30) days of its adoption in 

accordance with the above provision of the County Code and inform the residents of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco of the taxable status date change to May 1st. 

 

 All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 
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   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

c. Executive Session 

 

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 

go into executive session after this meeting to discuss litigation and a potential tax 

settlement; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

d. Board Appointment 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Trustee Squirrell 

to appoint Frank Pizzurro to the Conservation Advisory Council; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Markus to pay the bills as submitted on August 27, 2021 for the months of July and 

August 2021 as follows:  

 

General Fund     $ 266,521.62 

Water Fund      $ 177,521.57 

Sewer Fund      $   22,860.49 

Library Fund     $   49,474.03    

Capital Fund      $ 365,675.25 

Trust Fund      $   15,011.00 

    TOTAL   $ 837,061.96 

 

 All in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

Trustee Grunthal asked about a bill, no names, and was advised that it was reimbursed 

through grant money; also a bill in the library fund to the Westchester Library System 

that is their contractual payment to be part of the library system.  

 

Trustee Schleimer asked about the following bills: repairs to door at the Green Street 

Firehouse, this was not part of the estimated cost for construction; legal notice for bid, 
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notice for the Byram Lake Water Main Replacement project;  

 

9) Minutes: 

a. VB Minutes – Regular Meeting – 6.21.2021 

 

 A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Markus and was seconded by Mayor 

Picinich to approve the minutes for June 21, 2021 with amendments; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

b. VB Minutes – Special Meeting – 7.1.2021 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Squirrell 

to approve the minutes for July 1, 2021 as submitted; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Abstain 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

c. VB Minutes – Regular Meeting – 7.12.2021 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Squirrell and was seconded by Mayor Picinich to 

approve the minutes for July 12, 2021 with an amendment stating Trustee Schleimer 

was not an eligible voting member of the meeting; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Abstain 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Nay 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

 

d. VB Minutes – Regular Meeting – 8.9.2021 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 

approve the minutes for August 9, 2021 as submitted; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Abstain 

 

10) Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11) Public Comment: - Call in# 646-558-8656 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307 

Zoom ID# 539 179 1307 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307
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There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed 

the meeting at 8:35 pm.  

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 


